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It was the unfamiliar smell that hit Billy first:
burning rubber and sour milk. Straining his ears,

he could make out a series of sharp, metallic beeps
coming from the clearing. Tiny suckers, on the end
of slender fingers, poked around a boulder and were
followed by a bald, egg-shaped head. The creature
that emerged had silvery skin, which looked slippery
like an eel. It was three-toed, had webbed feet and
bowed, branch-like legs. It was wearing a silk tunic
that had once been red but was now so faded it was

hard to tell. However, it was the creature’s strange
face that made Billy's heart beat furiously. Its centre
held a purple eye, flecked with yellow. It was looking
directly at Billy.

1. Find and copy the phrase that suggests the beeps
were quiet.

2. Draw four lines to match the body part to
its description.

head silvery

skin bowed

il

purple, flecked

legs with gellow

uad

eye bald

:

3. Which simile does the author use to describe the
creature's skin?

4. Predict what Billy will do next.
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