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Statement 
Orchard Primary and Pre-school recognise that infections can spread quickly amongst children in this 
type of environment; therefore, we will endeavour to ensure that infections are controlled, and that 
good health and hygiene practises are maintained. 
 

Aim 
Our aim at Orchard Primary and Pre School is to prevent the spread of illness to children and staff.  

This policy will help you understand how we deal with illness/infections at school and how you can 
help us with this. 
 
Responsibility 
Head Teacher/Pre-School Lead 
It is the responsibility of the Head Teacher and/or Pre School Lead to ensure that any children, 
parents and staff members who have a contagious illness are excluded from school/pre-school for 
the recommended period. 

Staff 
All members of staff have a responsibility to ensure that they do not attend the setting if they have an 
infectious illness to prevent the spread of this illness. 

All members of staff must ensure that, where a child who is clearly unwell is brought to school, the 
parent/carer speaks to a senior member of staff before a decision is made about whether the child 
should remain at school or go home. 

Parents/Carers 
Parents/carers are asked not to bring their child to school/pre-school in the following circumstances: 

• Any signs of being poorly (when your child needs one-to-one attention). 

• A high temperature or fever. 

• If the child has taken medication such as Infant Paracetemol/Calpol to reduce a temperature. 

• Diarrhoea and vomiting – children must be kept away from the setting until they have had 48 
hours without any symptoms. This will always mean a minimum of 2 days away from school. 

• Any childhood infectious disease 
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/Guidance_on_infection_control_in%2
0schools_poster.pdf  

 

How the Policy will be Implemented 
Orchard Primary and Pre-school aim to prevent the spread of infections and infectious illnesses by 
adhering to the following procedures: 

• Excluding children with infections and infectious illnesses for the recommended period (refer 
to Guidance on infection control in schools and other childcare settings – Public Health 
Agency). 

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/Guidance_on_infection_control_in%2
0schools_poster.pdf  

• Excluding members of staff with infections and infectious illnesses for the recommended 
period (refer to Guidance on infection control in schools and other childcare settings – Public 
Health Agency). 

• Identifying signs of illness in children and staff and then taking the appropriate action. 

https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/Guidance_on_infection_control_in%20schools_poster.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/Guidance_on_infection_control_in%20schools_poster.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/Guidance_on_infection_control_in%20schools_poster.pdf
https://www.publichealth.hscni.net/sites/default/files/Guidance_on_infection_control_in%20schools_poster.pdf
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• Ensuring food hygiene standards are maintained and that staff hold a relevant food hygiene 
certificate. 

• Children are taught, from pre-school onwards, to wash and dry their hands correctly and how 
to dispose of tissues in an hygienic manner. 

• Informing parents/carers of sick children that their child is ill and arranging for them to be 
collected as soon as possible. 

• Limiting the contact of sick children with other children until they can be collected from 
school/pre-school. 

• Reporting incidents of certain infections/infectious diseases to other parents and staff, as 
appropriate, whilst maintaining the anonymity of the children and staff members involved. 

 
Good Hygiene Practice  
Handwashing  
Handwashing is one of the most important ways of controlling the spread of infections, especially 
those that cause diarrhoea and vomiting, and respiratory disease. The recommended method is the 
use of liquid soap, warm water and paper towels. All children will be reminded to always wash hands 
after using the toilet, before eating or handling food, and after handling animals.  

Coughing and Sneezing 
Coughing and sneezing easily spread infections. Children and adults are encouraged to cover their 
mouth and nose with a tissue, dispose of the tissue and then wash their hands.  

Personal protective equipment (PPE).  
Staff use disposable gloves and disposable plastic aprons where there is a risk of splashing or 
contamination with body fluids (for example nappy changing).  

Cleaning of the environment 
Classrooms and toilets will be cleaned daily by the contract cleaning team. Toys and equipment will 
be cleaned regularly by school staff.   

Laundry  
Children’s soiled clothing should be bagged to go home, never rinsed by hand.  

Dealing with children who become unwell 
When a child becomes unwell, their parent/carer will be contacted and asked to come and collect 
them or to arrange for the child to be collected as soon as possible. 

Where the parent/carer cannot be contacted, we will contact the child’s emergency contact provided 
on the registration form. 

Children who become unwell during the school day will be made comfortable and will be cared for by 
a member of staff until their parent/carer can collect them.  The dignity of the child will remain 
paramount, but measures will be put in place to ensure that the risk of the illness spreading is 
minimised.  

The child will wait in the school library area or cloakroom area (for sickness) and will be supervised by 
a member of staff. 
 
Head Lice 
A child should not be sent home to be treated for head lice; however, staff may discuss with parents 
the possibility of taking their child home for treatment to save the child from embarrassment or if it is 
causing distress to the child. 
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Notifiable Diseases 
If we have any reason to believe that any child is suffering from a notifiable disease, we will inform the 
relevant authorities and inform Ofsted of any action taken. 

In a case of food poisoning affecting 2 or more children cared for on-site, Ofsted will be notified as 
soon as reasonably practicable and in any case within 14 days of the incident. 

A list of notifiable diseases can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/notifiable-diseases-and-how-to-report-them#list-diseases  
 
Links to other Documents 

• Early Years Policy 
• Health and Safety Policy 
• Statutory Framework for EYFS 

Review 
This Policy will be reviewed every 2 years by the Head Teacher. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/notifiable-diseases-and-how-to-report-them#list-diseases

