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‘The Casualties Were Small’

When Winton Aerodrome was bombed

The ‘Casualties were small’

Just your son, and my son, and little widow Brown’s son,
The youngest of them all.

And your son was your eldest lad,
Handsome and straight and tall.
A model for your younger sons,
Beloved by you all.

And Mrs Brown’s, her youngest boy
Her sole support, and stay.

So like his father, all her joy

Was quenched, on that dark day.

And mine, my only son and pride

So loved and dear to all.

The blast of bombs spread far and wide
Tho’ ‘the casualties were small’.

May Hill
September 1941



. Of the three casualties mentioned, who was the youngest?

. A model for your younger sons,
Beloved by you all...

The word ‘model’ suggests the other sons...

Tick (V) one:
[ did not like him. [ ]
[ looked up to him. 1
[ were younger than him. 1(
[ loved him dearly. [ ]

. What can you 'mfer about Mrs Brown's husband fmm the pnem?
Use evidence jrem the text to support your answer.

. Circle the correct theme 0]’ this poem.

[ grief ][ friendship ][ parenting ][ courage ]

. How does the title of the poem compare with the poet’s personal

experience? Use evidence ]‘rom the text to support your answer.
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